
 

The Last Word on End Times -- Lesson Four 

Judgment Day 

(End Times, pages 109-141) 

 

Introductory thoughts 

With many major occurrences in life, we have an advantage if we know what is coming – even if we 

do not know all the specifics involved. Pre-natal care can alert parents that they are expecting twins, 

but cannot determine the exact moment of their arrival. Sophisticated weather equipment can tell us 

bad weather is on the horizon, but cannot speak with precision on when it is coming or the exact 

nature of its impact. Point:  Even though we know an event is coming, we don’t always know the 

timing. 

No one knows the “day or hour” (Matthew 24:36) of Jesus’ return on the Last Day. Yet what 

advantage do we have in knowing the events of judgment day?  

In this lesson and the next, we will consider what will happen on that great day. 

Jesus will appear 

Acts 1:11 This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back 

in the same way you have seen him go into heaven. 

Luke 17:24 The Son of Man in his day will be like the lightning, which flashes and 

lights up the sky from one end to the other. 

Revelation 1:7 Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even 

those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. 

Matthew 24:30 At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all 

the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the 

clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. 

Whose appearance will mark the arrival of judgment day, and in what manner will he return? 

1 Thessalonians 4:16 The Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 

command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God. 



Matthew 25:31 When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 

he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. 

Matthew 13:49 The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous. 

What things will accompany Jesus at his return? 

People have been startled to the point of fainting when lights unexpectedly go on in a dark room 

and a group of friends yell “SURPRISE!” at a birthday party. Others have been shaken and 

terrified when a blaring, ear-piercing fire alarm sounds in the quiet of the office. Similar events 

will take place on the day of judgment.  

Why will there be no need for us to be startled or alarmed by them? 

The resurrection of the dead 

John 5:28,29 Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their 

graves will hear his voice and come out—those who have done good will rise to live, 

and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned. 

Job 19:26,27 After my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I 

myself will see him with my own eyes -- I, and not another. How my heart yearns 

within me! 

What astonishing event will take place when Jesus returns on the Last Day? 

1 Corinthians 15:42-44,49-54 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The 

body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is 

raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, 

it is raised a spiritual body. And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, 

so shall we bear the likeness of the man from heaven. I declare to you, brothers, that 

flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the 

imperishable. Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be 

changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet 

will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the 

perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 

When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with 

immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed 

up in victory.” 

Philippians 3:20,21 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior 

from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring 

everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like 

his glorious body. 

John 14:19 Because I live, you also will live. 

Although it is beyond our comprehension, Paul wrote that the resurrected bodies of believers will, 

in some way, bear the likeness of Jesus. What exactly this “glorified body” means has been the 

cause of endless speculation, but we cannot go beyond what Scripture says about this. Yet Paul 

tells us certain things about the resurrected body that allow us to speak with confidence. Consider 



and discuss the terms Paul uses in 1 Corinthians 15 to describe the bodies we have today and 

those we will have at the resurrection. 

The present body: 

“perishable”  

“dishonor”  

“weakness”  

“natural”  

The resurrected body: 

“imperishable”  

“glory”  

“power”  

“spiritual”  

Agree or disagree. Only those Christians who are raised from the dead on Judgment Day will have their 

bodies changed and glorified.  

What comfort do we receive by knowing that, through Christ, there will be a resurrection and a 

resurrection body? 

• The truth stated by Jesus in John 14:19 is fundamental to our faith. Explain. 

1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you that we who 

are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those 

who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 

command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the 

dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be 



caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will 

be with the Lord forever. 

What will happen next to the Christians who are still alive on judgment day and those who have been 

raised from the dead? 

Cosmic cataclysm 

Hebrews 12:26 Now he has promised, “Once more I will shake not only the earth but 

also the heavens.”  

[The words “once more” indicate the removing of what can be shaken—that is, created things—so 

that what cannot be shaken may remain.] 

Matthew 24:29,30 Immediately after the distress of those days “the sun will be 

darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the 

heavenly bodies will be shaken.” At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in 

the sky. 

2 Peter 3:10,12 The day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear 

with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it 

will be laid bare. . . . That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, 

and the elements will melt in the heat. 

 

Describe the astonishing events that will accompany Jesus’ return on the Last Day. 

 

Two different reactions 

Revelation 6:16 They called to the mountains and the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us 

from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! For the 

great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?" 

Luke 21:27,28 At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with 

power and great glory. When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your 

heads, because your redemption Is drawing near. 

 

How will unbelievers view and react to these events?  

How will believers view and react to them?  

Summary:  The Last Day will be one of startling events that horrify unbelievers. The Lord Jesus, with 

a great noise, will return in glory and power. His holy angels will be with him to serve as his agents in the 

final judgment. The universe as we know it will be shaken and destroyed by fire. Yet Christians need not 

be terrified, because these events have a comforting significance: they indicate the final redemption. 

Raised to life and glorified on that day, Christians will be taken to be with their Savior forever. 


